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PRESENTATION OUTLINE

o What is Urban Forestry 2020?

o What did we examine in Urban Forestry 2020?

o What did we discover in Urban Forestry 2020?

o What is next for Urban Forestry 2020?
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WHAT IS URBAN FORESTRY 2020?
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o Multi-institution study of urban forestry higher education and 

professional practice

o Funded by the U.S. Forest Service on recommendation of the 

National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council 

(NUCFAC)

o Guided by 20-member steering committee representing 

diverse national stakeholder groups

o Employed various study methods on national scale: literature 

review, surveys, focus groups, and interviews

o Goal: Provide empirical basis for strategic recommendations 

on advancing the profession



WHAT IS URBAN FORESTRY 2020?
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Policy, planning, and management of large populations of trees in a municipal 

context—conducted by a local government employee, contracted consultant, or 

equivalent authority on behalf of the citizenry.

Our Operational Definition of Urban Forestry



WHAT IS URBAN FORESTRY 2020?
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o Strong professional identity with the public

o Full complement of professional support mechanisms

o Well-defined body of knowledge

o Well-delineated career ladder

o Robust membership organization

o Professional preparation and training needs are different 

How is Arboriculture Professionally Different from Urban Forestry?



WHAT DID WE EXAMINE IN URBAN FORESTRY 2020?
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•Nationwide survey of 524 municipal tree managers

•Who manages urban forests and what are their perceptions

Urban Forester Career 
Paths and Networking

•Analysis of 151 job postings and interviews with new hires

•What do the jobs entail and is a career ladder evident 

Urban Forestry Job 
Postings

•Nationwide survey of 1,000 students at 18 universities

•Previous knowledge, impressions, and career choice

University Student 
Perceptions

•Nationwide survey of 200 urban forestry employers

•Expected skills of new hires and their proficiency

Employer Expectations 
for New Hires
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WHAT DID WE DISCOVER IN URBAN FORESTRY 2020?
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Urban Forester Career Paths and Networking

1.Lack of 

professional 

management

2.Professional 

encroachment
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WHAT DID WE DISCOVER IN URBAN FORESTRY 2020?
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Urban Forestry Job Postings

Field production arborist, 

particularly with commercial 

tree care companies, is the 

surrogate entry-level position for 

degreed young professionals.

This is a strong filter for 

diversified talent into the urban 

forestry profession and may not 

be a reliable precursor to 

proficiency. 
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University Student Perceptions
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WHAT IS NEXT FOR URBAN FORESTRY 2020?

o Comprehensive project website to be launched next 

month: www.uf2020.frec.vt.edu

o Comprehensive summary report to be published on the 

website next month

o Currently have 3 peer-reviewed publications:

• 1 at Journal of Forestry (in press)

• 2 at Urban Forestry & Urban Greening (in revision)

o Recommendations for Strategic Action are currently 

under review by our steering committee
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